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And do not be conformed to this world,  
but be transformed by the renewing of your mind,  

that you may prove what is that good and acceptable  
and perfect will of God.

R:
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Foreword

There’ssomethingremarkaleaoutwatchingsomeoneecome
theherooftheirownstor 
Mmotherdidn’twaitforrescue Shedidn’tretendthehard

artsdidn’thaen Shemetthem head-on—withhonest,withfaith,
andwithalovethat refusedtogive u Herlifehastakenherthrough
trialsthatwould’verokenman:addiction,rison,ain Butsomehow,
throughit all,sheketlookingu Andinlookingu,shefoundawa
forward—notjustforherself,utforthoseofusluckenoughtowalk
ehindher 

isookishervoice Hertruth Herstortoldinherownwords 
You’llhearaouttheloveshe’salwashadforGod—notrootedinfear,
utingrace You’llseethelessonsshe’slearnedasothamotherand
agrandmother You’llfeelherfaithinaction—evenintheloneliest
moments 

Whenshewasinrison,Ionlsawheronce Msisters,notman
times Andet,sheneverstoedseeingus Sheheldontoourfaces—
visualizingthem,leaningonthem—whenitwould’veeeneasiertogive
u atmentalictureofherchildrenheledullherthrough,and
thatkindoflove?atkindofloveisnotordinar It’sAgae!



x|Conquering Me

MmomhasenhancedmlifeinwasI’mstilllearningtoname 
She’staughtmeaoutreallove,realcare,realstrength AndIliketo
thinkI’vegivenheralittlesomethingacktoo—maealessonortwo,
maejustareasontokeegoing 

isisn’tastorwraedinaow It’sraw It’sdetailed It’shonest 
Butthat’sexactlwhitmatters Becausesomeoneoutthereneedsto
knowthatredemtionisreal athealing isossile atourast
doesn’tdisqualifoufromurose 

Readtheseages,andou’llmeetawomanwhoturnedaininto
ower,mistakesintoministr,andfaithintoforwardmotion Sheis,
withoutquestion,theheroofherstor AndIcouldn’t erouderto
callherMom 

Dwyane Wade,
OlmicGoldMedalist,NBAAll-Star,
andmemeroftheNationalBasketallAssociationHallofFame
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Preface

Thisookisanoortunitformetosharethevariousexeriences
ofmlifethroughthearcofmJournetothisointintime I
wantoutotakeawafromourreadingofmstorinsightsthat

mainsireouandmaenaleoutoemowerourself Mtalestarts
withexeriencingmlifethroughtherismofmainandstruggles,
continuesonwardtomvictories,andsharesmever-resentcourage
forsurvivalthatledtomultimatesuccess I“madeitout!”

However,forsomanearsitwasvirtuallimossilefor meto
“see the light of da,” as the tunnel I was uried in was so ver dee
anddarkuntil—nall—at10:30a m ,Octoer14,2001,whenGod’s
voice awakenedme Frankl,I’dheardHisvoiceefore,utthistime
Ilistened Godaskedme togetdressed—andgotochurch Withthat
simleact,Ichangedmlifeandclaimedmower 

Pleasenote:Ididnotsa,“My life changed ”Iclearlsaid,“I changed 
my life.”

Iferventlelievethatwhenoureadthisook,ouwillnotsiml
emotivatedtotakeactioninourownlife;ouwilleinspiredtodo
so Isharethisecausetherootofthewordinspiremeansto“reathe
into”someone AsGodreathesthereathoflifeintome,Iwantto
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reathemversoulintoou roughthisassionatecommitment
togiveallthatIcan,ifIcanhelsaveonelifeuliclsharingm
stor,Iwillhavefullledthemissionofthisook 

Wearelivinginatimewheneoletrulneedinsiration Weareliving
inatimewhenweneedtoexeriencehoeandossiilit Conquering 
Meis,ontheonehand,thestorofmlife,uteondthis,itisan
exlorationoffaith,courage,resilience,will,andultimatel—freedom 

IwasarokenvesselthatIhadtoieceacktogetherforGod’s
urose Faithwithoutworkisdead Onemustreallutforthaneort
tocomethrough thosethingsthatwefearthemost Untilthatdaof
mawakening,Irmlelievedthatfearhadconqueredme—thatI
hadnocontrolovermsituationinlife 

ewordconquermeansto“overcome”—to“takecontrolof”—and
thatda,onOctoer14,2001,GodcametomeandtoldmethatI
couldnowtakecontrolofmlife Simlletting goofmcriling
fearandletting God in,Iwouldereorn Notsiml“reorn”inthe
evangelicalsense,utIwouldefullresonsileforreirthingmself 

Ihadeen swimmingaloneagainstthetide—goingnowhere e
Creatordidnotgivememfear;Icreatedit Aftermawakening,I
heardtheCreatorsa,“Ididn’tgiveouasiritoffear,uttheower
ofloveandasoundmind ”

Fearsuckstheliferightoutofus Ittakesourowerfromus,crushes
oureliefsstem Fearcontrolswhenwelaugh,whomwelaughwith,
andwhomwelove Whenweareinfear,wearenotofsound mind 
Fearisthemindkiller 

WhenGodsoketomethatda,excetfortheirthsofm
eautifulchildren,itwasthemostremarkalemomentofmlife,for,
inaninstant,Ireleasedm fear Goddidnotreleasemfear;Godgave
metheowertoreleasemownfear,andinthatmoment,Iknewthat
allwoulderight 
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IhadheardGod’svoicemanothertimesinmlifeandgenerall
ignoredit istimewasdierent roughlettinggoandlettingGod
in,IimmediatelfeltGod’sreassuringresencethatIwasnotalone 
Godwasmartner ecomfortandsecuritthisknowledgerought
wasaneihan Inchoosingtolisten,inchoosingtoact,Iclimed
outofthetunneltoemergeintothelightofda Literall,eachdaever
sincehaseenamazing 

Iammownhero Whatanastonishingthingtosa Ieganwriting
thisookwhenIwassixt-sixearsoldandcomleteditwhenIwas
sevent Giventhecircumstancesofmlifeoverthereviousseveral
decades,IneverthoughtthatIcouldeanone’shero—letalonemown 
Asthechatersunfold,ouwillealetodiscoverhowIamactuall
aletoacknowledgethistruth Itisnotanasirationaltruth—it is the 
truth. IammownheroandIknowit 

Meliefisthat,ifou,too,havetakenawrongturninlifeasI
didandhavegottenlost,oucanlearnfrommstorand,hoefull,
itcanleadoutoyourrightath 
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Chapt 1

The Beginning

Letmetakeouacktowherethisallegan 
IwasornontheSouthSideofChicago,thefthofninechildren,

vegirlsandfouros,tooursinglemother,WillieMaeMorris 
Mfatherhadleftusutcontinuedtoliveintheneighorhoodand
onloccasionallvisitedus So,itecamemmother’sresonsiilitto
raisesevenofusaswellasmanagetosuortusonthemeagerwages
sheearnedcleaninghouses,amongotherjossheheld 

Iknewshelovedus Sheshowedusherloveeverdafaithfull
working diligentl to make sure that we alwas had a roof over our heads,
foodonthetale,andclothesonouracks 

Atthesametimeandformanearsasweweregrowingu,m
momwasanalcoholic Sometimesshe’dgooutandart,andoften,
sheheldcardgamesinourhome Althoughshedrankandenjoedthe
comanofmen,shedidn’tallowanofthementomesswithus is
wasthe lifestlewewereexosedto—infact,moldersilingsalso
auseddrugsandalcohol Wedidn’tseeitaseingsuchaadthing It
wasournormal 

Evenwhenmmotherwasdrinkingandarting,shestillcontinued
toutourwelfarerst Shecontinuedtoloveus,rovideforus,and
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careforus InthisresectInowrecognizethatshewasver secial—in
fact,excetional 

WhenIwastwelveorthirteen,Momsaid,“Mkidsaregrowing
u ”And,withtherealizationofhowherehaviorwasaectingus,
shegaveuherdrinkingandartinglife—justlikethat Anumer
ofearslater,shedidtellmethatacouleofearsaftershestoed
drinking,shetriedtosneakaeerandit just“frozeinhermouth ”She
never touchedanotherdroagain 

attookgritandwillower Forthatreason,aswellasforthe
owerfulloveanddevotionshehadforallofus,lushercourageous
workethic,herunwaveringfaithinGodandtheHolSirit,mdear
motherismrsthero 

Onethemewoventhroughoutthisookisheroism AsIjuststated,
mmotherismrsthero Mgritanddeterminationcomefromm
mother Iamforeverinherdetforeingsuchaowerfulrolemodel 
Sheaccetedwhateverlifegaveherandalwasremainedawomanof
faith,steadfastanduright 

Anotherthemethatwillrunthroughoutthisookisanexloration
offear OnethingthatIdiscoveredincraftingthismemoirwashow,
forsomanears,fearandmlackofself-worthandself-esteemwere
inextricallinked,andIaskedmself,“Wheredidmfear,mlackof
self-worth,andeliefinmselfegin?”

OnethoughtthatoccurredtomeisthatIwasaversensitivechild 
Ifelteversinglethingsointensel Inthiscontext,onerecognition
thatemergedisthatIsimlneededmoreaection,morehugs,more
ersonaltimewithherthanmlovingmothercouldrovide 

Inowrecognizethatthislongingformorenurturingthanmsilings
requiredwasduetomemotionalsensitivitandtothefactthatIhad
contractedrheumaticfever,whichclearldeletedmehsicallaswell
asemotionallandsirituall Iwasweakenedineverwa 
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Becauseofmillness,Mamawouldn’tletmegooutsideandla
withtheotherchildren Consequentl,Isentagreatdealoftimealone 
is,inturn,wasscarasIdidn’tknowwhatwashaeningtome,or
wheretogotofeelsafeandknowthateverthingwoulde“allright ”I
didn’tknowhowtosharewhatIwasfeelingorevenwhotoshareitwith 

AsIsentagooddealoftimemself,Icreatedaratherelaorate
fantasworldwhereIwouldstagemdolls,shoes,andanthingIcould
ndtointeract withandtellthemstoriesthat Icreated frommrather
remarkaleimaginarlife Iwouldseakoutloud Iwouldenvisionwhat
theeoleinmstorieslookedlike,wherethelived Isaweverthing,
anditwasverrealtome 

Ihavealwaslovedreadingand,duringthesesolitartimes,I
retreatedintotheworldofooks Ievenusedtohideundertheedor
ndanwhereIcouldtoholeuandescaeintotheworldofstories 
etransortedmeintoarealmoffantas,adventure,andromance 

etalesIreadecamemrealit Isimldidnothavetoe
here—Iwastransortedtoaetterlace And,ecauseofmassion
forreadingandminailittoexressmfeelings,Idiscoveredthat,
insolitude,mooksandmhidinglacesecameasanctuar,asafe
laceformetoe 

However,thisehaviorledmfamiltothinkIwasstrange M
dadoftensaid,“ere’ssomethingwrongwiththischild,”andthatI
neededtoeinahosital Msilingswouldsometimessatome,
“Girl,ou’restrange ”But,truthetold,Ididn’twanttoe“dierent ”
Ididn’twanttoemore“strange”thanIalreadwaserceivedtoe 

Evenatthatearlage,IrecognizedthatIwantedtoelikeeverone
else—utIwasn’t Ididn’tknowhowtorocessmfeelings,soIshut
downanddidn’tsharewhatwasgoingonwithme Ilaterrealizedthat
this,inturn,contriutedtomisolationandlackofself-condence 

Itmasoundsillortrivial,utanotherfearwasafearofscarmovies 
eterriedme!Icouldn’twatchanthingscarasitreallmessedme
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u WeonlhadoneTV,andthosescarmovieswerewhatmfamil
likedtowatch,soifIwantedtowatchTV,Ihadtowatchthemtoo It
wasallverrealtome—evenFrankensteinwasterrifinglreal 

OnemovieinarticularIclearlrememerwatchingwasChildren 
of the Damned Iwastenearsold Itwasmovieda,andmmotherlet
msilingstakemetoseeitatthemovietheater Ofcourse,Icouldn’t
watchit;Ieekedatit,hidingmfaceasestIcould Whenweleft
themovie,IthoughtIwouldeOK—untiledtime,whenItriedto
liedownandIsawtheimagesalloveragainintheshadowsourclothes
madeontheedroomwalls 

eseshadowsweresoreal,Ijustwento Msisterhadtocallm
mama,whowasataart,tocomehomeandcalmmedownecause
IwassousetthatIscreamedandhollered Asshehaddoneefore,
Mamalefttheartandcamehometotakecareofme 

Shewouldalwasdothat,orifshelannedtogoout,shewoulddela
leavingwheneverIecamesodistraughtthatIneededhertocomfort
me Shewouldletmeclimintoedwithherand,literall,holdme
untilIfeltsafe Itwashersiritthatcreatedthisfeelingofsecuritand
sanctitforme Noodelsecouldcalmmedownexcetmmother 

Mfearofscarmoviescontinued EvenaslateaswhenIwasin
theeighthgrade,Istillcouldn’twatchthem Ofcourse,tothisda,I’ll
never seeahorrorlm 

roughoutmchildhood,mfavoritedaoftheweekwasSunda 
at’swhenmmotherwouldhaveusalldressinourSundaest,
andwewouldgotochurch Ilovedchurch IlovedBilestud Iloved
hearingthesongsand,whenIwasoldenough,IlovedreadingtheBile
andsingingthesongs 

WhateverrealitexistedMondathroughSaturda,Sundawasits
ownrealit Duringtheweek,mfamillifewasusandmorechaotic 
OnSunda,weweretogetherasafamil Inthiswa,thechurchecame
likeanothersanctuarforme,aswewerealltogetherandwefeltemraced
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God’slovingandnurturingresence And,throughouttherestof
mlife,eveninmdarkestdas,whenIgotochurchaloneortakem
friendsalong,wheneverIaminchurch,IfeelsafeandIloveeingthere 

IrstheardGod’svoicewhenIwastwelveearsold Irememer
whereIwaswhenIrstheardHisvoice Isharedaroomwithmsisters
andoneof ourrothers,Eddie, whowasnine Iwassittingontheside
oftheedand,asIoftendid,waswritinginm“journal ”WhatIcalled
mjournalweresimlrandomiecesofaerwhereIsharedmmost
ersonalthoughts,thenstoredtheminaurseIhidundermmattress 

Onthisarticularda,Iwassittingaloneinmroom,writing
somethingdeeandheartfelt,whenIheardasoft,gentleVoicesa,“It’s
OK Iloveou You’resecial ”WhenIheardthis,Iimmediatelfelt
reassuredandcomforted 

AsthisVoiceemergedwithinme,itlockedouteverthingelse
inmexternalrealit Inthismoment,Iwasnotawareofanoneor
anthingelse Idon’tknowexactlwhatIwaswritingthatroughtthe
VoicetometotellmeIwassecialandthatIwasloved 

Itwasoverinafewseconds Afterthisextraordinarexeriencehad
assed,Istaedonthesideofmedforsometime,graedaook,
andjuststartedreading Afterward,Ifelttrulsecial—forthersttime
inmlife,IfeltlikeI didmatter 

AsItoldou,mdadsaid,“ere’ssomethingwrongwiththischild ”
So,whenIrstheardGod’svoice,notknowingitwasHisvoice,Itoo
egantodoutwhatIwashearingandthinkmaeIwascraz,reall
craz Iknewthiswasn’tsimlmetalkingtomself;theexerience
wastoorofound,utIwasterriedthat,ifmfamilfoundoutIwas
“hearingvoices,”thewouldsendmeawaforsure!So,I nevershared
withanonethatIheardthisvoice Iketittomself 

IwasfourteenthenexttimeIheardtheVoice Iwasaloneoutside
lainghoscotchmself,andinthiseisode,itwaslikeIsuddenl
traveledintimetoaforeignlace WhenIreturnedtomselfand
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lookedaround,IfoundIwasstilllainghoscotch eVoicethen
said,“You’resafe ”

Now,Ididn’tknowwhereIhadeentaken,utlater,asanadult
livinginPanamawithmhusand,I exeriencedafeelingofdéjàvu
whenoneofmfriendstookmeintoPanamaCit Iwasstandingon
theAmericansideofthestreet,listeningtoSanisheingsoken When
Ilooked,itwasexactlwhereIhad“traveledto”whenIwasfourteen I
recognizeditandsaidtomself,“I’veeenhereefore ”Iknewthiswas
notahallucination,asIwasnotondrugsordoingthematthetime It
wasthenthatIrecalledtheVoiceandwhatithadsaidtome 

So,fromtheageoftwelvethroughtherestofmlife,Iheardthis
Voice Ineverknew whenorwhitwouldemerge;itsimlaeared 
Interestingl,itneverscaredme—itwassimlavoicetome AsI’ve
said,Ineversharedwithanoneinmfamil,andoneoftherincial
reasonswas,esidesnotwantingthemtothinkmecraz,thatIfeltit
wouldgivemfamilanotherreasontothinkIamstrange 

issentenceisimortantforthereadertounderstand isfear
ofeingstrange,ofeingdierent,iswhatwasaouttoleadmedown
averdarkathforthenextthirt-oneearsofmlife—traedin
alivingnightmare So,eventhoughforears Icontinuedtohearthe
voice,Ididn’tknowwhereitcamefrom,whatitevenwas,orwhatit
meant;Ididn’tknowwhitcametome 

Itwasn’tuntil2001thatIknewitwasGod’svoice Itwassimla
voicethatIdidn’tunderstand,andIignoredit Iuriedit WheneverI
heardit,Iwouldonceagainclosemmindandhearttoit—untilthat
fatefuldaearslaterattheageoffort-six,whenIcouldnolongerden
thatitwasthevoiceofGodI’deenhearingthroughoutmlife—and
Inallchosetolisten 

enotionofchoiceisacriticalmetahorforallofus Afriend
recentlsaidtome,“Eversinglethinginliferevolvesonlaroundtwo
things:tochoosetodosomethingortochoosenotto Itdoesn’tmatter
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howseemingldaunting,howscar Allthatmattersishowadlou
wantit ”

InOaklandElementarSchool,inthefthgrade,Imadethechoice
tostandutofear Atrecess,therewerealwasalotofstudentsonthe
laground,andImighthavelaedwithoneortwoofthem,ut
moreoften,Iwoundumselfjustoserving Believeitornot,I
didn’tevenknowhowtojumroe,andIwasafraidifIattemtedto,
studentswouldlaughatme 

erewasonearticularstudent,aNativeAmericangirl,whowas
alonerlikeme Iusedtowatchahandfulofgirlsullingherever
timewewenttorecess edidn’tseemtohaveanthingelsetodout
ullher,andtheteachersintheardneverintervened 

Oneda,IecamesousetthatIcouldn’ttakeitanmoreasI
watchedthemullingherhairandshovingher Isaidaloudtomself,
“Enough Enoughinmsirit ”Imarchedrightutothemandsaid,“If
oudon’tstohittingher,thenou’regoingtohavetoghtme,”—like
Iwasthetoughestersonthere Ofcourse,Iwasafraidthewouldturn
andcomeafterme,utthedidn’t efactthatIhadsisterswhoalso
wenttothisschoolgavemeareutationthatIlaedtothehilt,and
erhasthiswasthereasontheackedo 

Eventhoughcrilingfearwasconnectedtomeandtraveledwith
meuntil2001,inthis onemomentwhenIwastenearsold,feardid
notstome Iwas aletosummonmcourageinsiteofitandthen
foundIcouldsimlwalkastthefear—ecauseIhadtoethere for
someoneelse,someonewhowasmoreunfortunatethanIwas—and,
intherocess,Iconqueredmeaswell 

AsIwritethischater,asidefromthefearthatcontrolledmeuntil
Iwasfort-sixearsold,itisgratifingformetorealizethatoneofm
strongcharactertraitsisthatIhavealwaswantedtheestforeverone
andhaveoftenstoodasarotectorofthoselessfortunateandthose
confrontingimendingdanger Inditratherquixoticthat,whileI
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couldethereforothers,Icouldnotethereformself—untilIwas
fort-sixearsold 

Fromtheageoffourteen,mlackofself-esteem,fearofeing dierent,
cravingandwantingtoelikeeveroneelse,munquenchalefear,
andm needtoelongdroveallofmchoices—minitialfearandthe
choicesthatensuedruinedandruledmlifefor thenextthreedecades 

Uuntilmlifedrasticallchangedinthesringoftheeighthgrade,
whenIwasfourteen,I’deenveractiveatschool Schoolhadalwas
eenmrefuge Ilovedschool;Ilovedmteachers Iwasagoodstudent
andhadawonderfulreutation Infact,Ievenwantedtoeateacher
whenIgrewu Ifouhadaskedmteachers,“Whowilletheoneto
succeed?”thewouldhaveallsaid,“Oh,Jolindaisgoingtosucceed ”
Butthen,duringmnalearinmiddleschool,drivenmdesire
toelong,Ieganhangingaroundwiththe“incrowd ”

When I rst egan making ill-informed choices for mself, I was a
“follower”andIwantedtofollowtheincrowd isarticulargrou
was,howcanIsait,wild,indeendent,and didn’tfollowtherules I
knew,ofcourse,thatIwasn’tallowedtodrinkatschool,utasIwas a
follower,notaleader,onedaatlunch,mfriendsoeredmeeermint
schnasandItookasi esaid,“Whenwegoacktoclass,the
teacherwon’tealetosmellit ”ButIreekedofit 

Wheneverastudenttoldmeto“Trthis,”or“Trthat,”Idid Itegan
witheermintschnas,thenextwasmarijuana,andthendroing
acid Ieventriedcocaine,andahallucinogenthecalled“tack ”isall
ledtomexerimentingwithheroin Beforelong,Iwasdrinkingeven
eforeschooland,onoccasion,wouldgointommother’smedicine
cainet,identifingthearticularillsthatwouldgivemeasenseof
euhoria MnextoungestsisterhadmorestreetsmartsthanIdid,
andIwouldaskher,“Whatisthis?”She’dtellme,I’dtakeit,andthat
waIthoughtIcouldgethighwithoutMamasmellingitonmreath 
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Well,thatwasmthinking Isaidtomself,“Youcan’tsmellills,
utalcoholshecouldsmell ”Iregularlegandroingtheseillsefore
goingtoschool Wecalledit“doingaBelushi ”

AsIeganusingills,drugs,andalcohol,Iecamelessfocusedon
schoolandjustwantedtohangoutwithmfriends Mteachersclearl
egantoseemechanging;certainl,thecouldsmellalcoholonm
reath,and,ofcourse,sawthatIwashangingoutwiththewrongcrowd 
Clearl, itwasnotthe“incrowd”afterall eteacherscaredaoutme
andletmmomknowthatIwasausingalcohol,sothatshecouldtr
andcatchmeeforeitwastoolate However,itwasalreadtoolate 

en,intheninthgrade,IwasadmittedtoDunarVocationalHigh
SchoolinChicago Itwasadicultschooltogetinto,utIwasacceted 
ehadarigorousacademicrogram,andstudentsatDunaroften
wentontocollege—andsomeoftheettercollegesaswell—andstill
Isquanderedtheoortunitduetomoorchoices 

Ieganditchingclassandlearnedthat,ifoushoweduinhomeroom,
themarkedou“in ”en,Iwouldn’tgotomclassesafterthat So,
forstulikethat,I“eatmselfu”and,themoreIeatmselfu,the
moreIdrank,themoreIuseddrugs Itwasaviciousdownwardsiral 

Evenso,Icouldn’tseehowseriousmsituationwas AllIcared
aoutwaswantingtoewithmfriendswhowereinthe“coolgrou ”
Isoearnedtoeoular,toeliked Iwantedtoe“thatgirl”—ut
Iwasn’t Iwaswhatwecalledan“L-7,”a“squarefromDelaware”;
nevertheless,Iforcedmselfintotheirworld,andIwasaccepted 

Forthelastfewears,I’veeenaletogaingreaterinsightandhave
moreersectiveaoutmlife I’veoftenlookedackatmchildhood,
mschoolears,andseentheextraordinarlackofself-condenceand
self-esteemthatmighthaveeenevidenttoanonewhoknewme,
uterhasIhiditwell Rememer,Ihadecomeverrocientin
uringmfeelings 
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Inhindsight,InowrealizeIwascravingattention,accetance,
aection,andlove Perhas,Iwasalsohoingmeergrouwould
ecomeasecondfamil,rovidingmewiththeaectionandaccetance
thatIdidn’tfeelIalwasreceivedathome Again,notecausemmother
didn’tloveme,ofcourseshedid,utecauseshesimldidn’thavethe
timetollthevoidIfeltwithin 

So,atfteen,notthinkingverhighlofmself,somehowInoticed
thatoneofthemostoularosonthelockwasattractedtome—in
fact,helivedinmuilding Rememer,Iwasn’tstreetsmart,soIdidn’t
knowhisre 

Later,Ilearnedthat hehadaver,veradreutation,utIwas
lindtoit Mmotherhadn’treallletusgooutintheneighorhood
toomuchecauseoftheteofneighorhoodit was,so Iwasshielded
fromtherealitofmlock 

M rst ofriend was seventeen, and I had known him since we
wereingrammarschool Wehadalwaslivedinthesameuilding,and
mmamaknewhismother,andsometimesMamawouldasitfor
her WhenIwastwelveandthirteen,healwasusedtowatchmewhen
Iwascominghomefrom school,utIdidn’tknowthisthen Iwasn’t
interestedinos;Iwasfartooinnocent Maethat’swhMama
rotectedus,utitmademewanttoreakoutofherrotectiveule,
andIeganhanging outwithhim 

So,whenoneofthemostoularosintheneighorhoodwas
attractedtome,itdidsomethingtome,andIecameinfatuated
withm“rstlove,”whoendeduecomingmlover Hewasver
oular;allthegirlslikedhimandwantedtoewithhim Noneof
thatmattered—helikedme And,ecauseIwassonaive,soinnocent,
Icouldn’tseethathewaslaingme—hewaslaingonmnaivete I
usedtosatohim,“You’vegotmewraedaroundourlittlenger ”
Yousee,Ineverknewthat,withalltheaectionhewasshowingme,
hehadonlonethinginmind 
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WhenIwroteearlieraoutchoice,herewasthechoicethatwould
changemlifeforever:Atfteen,Ichosetogivemselftohimecause
IelievedIwasinlovewithhimandhewithme iswasthemanI
wasgoingtomarr 

Ihadimagesofthewhiteicket fence,allthatstu iswasm
fantasworld,mromanticooks,cometolife iswasit!efair
taleworldIhadeenlivinginforsomanearswasnowreal Ieven
namedallthekidswecouldhave Iwasgoingtohaveaouttwelvekids,
andIwrotealltheirnamesdown erewasArdella,Bidella,etc —all
ofthemweregoingtoenamedafterhim 

edacamewhenIdecidedtogiveovermodiltreasure,m
mostreciousjewel,tothisoungmanIwasinlovewith,elievedI
wouldmarr,andsendtherestofmlifewith Talkaoutnaive Oh
mgod,Iwastheosterchild!

Wheneverwehadsex,Iusedtoditchschooltoewithhim at
rsttimewasnotatalllikeIthoughtitwould e Ithurt!Hewasrough 
erewasnocomassion erewasnothing Infact,ithurtmesoad,
wehadtocallito Ididn’tenjoanthingaoutit!

Ididn’tknowaouthowtorotectmselffromdiseaseandregnanc 
Ineverthoughtaoutaskinghimtoweararuer—hedidn’thaveone
anwa;also,wedidn’ttalkaoutsuchthings AllIthoughtaoutwas
“I’mgivingmvirginitovertomdreamcometrue”—tothemanwho
lovedme IcantellouIhavenofondmemoroflosingmvirginit 

WeeganhavingsexinJanuarofthatear Wewerenotintimate
thatoften Ididn’tlikeitanditscaredme,utecausehewasm
“dreamcometrue,”Icontinuedtogivemselftohim en,inJulof
thatsameear,IdiscoveredIwasregnant,andmdoctorsaidIhad
conceivedinMarch 

WhenIlearnedthatIwasregnant,Ialsolearnedthathewasa
laer Inthatoneear,hegotthreeothergirls regnantaswell Imagine!
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Ialwasthoughthewasallmine Ihadnoideathateolecoulde
thismean 

WhenIfoundoutthattherewerethreemoregirlswhohadgotten
regnanthimthatsameear,Iwent toseeoneofthemotherswith
hera,whichhedenieduuntilthetimeIwentandsawthea 
Hecouldn’tdenitafterthat HewasseventeenearsoldandI later
learnedthathewaswhatwecalleda“cherroer ”Hisgoalwasto
havesexwith asmanvirginsasossile,andhedidn’tcareaoutthe
consequencestoanofus Again,Ineverknewanodcouldethat
mean 

Eventhoughhecouldnolongerdenthathewasthata’sfather
andhadgottenmeregnant,hestilltooknoresonsiilitforanof
us Mawasthelastofhisaiesornthatear Mrstchild,
whomInamedDeanna,wasorn inDecemer Idon’tknowifthat
relationshidenedtherestofmrelationshis,utIcandenitelsait
truldamagedmeandmadeitfarmoredicultformetotrustanone 

Whileregnant,IcontinuedgoingtoschooluthadtoleaveDunar
andwenttoacontinuationschoolforregnantgirls Afterdelivering
Deanna,meautifula,IwasaletoreturntoDunar,whereI
remaineduntilIdroedoutinJanuarofmseniorear 

MamawatchedDeannaduringthedawhileIwenttoschool
ecauseshewasthenworkingevenings WhenIgotoutofschool,I
hadtocomestraighthomeinordertotakecareofDeannamself Iwas
suosedtograduateinJune1973,uthadeendemotedtothejunior
divisionecauseofmlackofcredits AllIneededtodowasmakeu
thecredits,utthatdemotionmademefeelashamedandhumiliated
thatIwasaseniorutinclasswithjuniors Imadeanotheregregious
choice,leftschool,andeganworkinginafactor 

EventhoughIdroedoutofschool,educationwasimortantto
me,andreceivingmdilomawasimortanttome Finall,thirt-two
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earslater,attheageoffort-nine,Iearnedmhighschoolgeneral
equivalencdiloma(GED) 

eathtoearningmGEDwaslikealltheconvoluted,circuitous
athsofmlife’sJourne Ihadegunursuingm dilomaasearlas
mearltwenties,andattendedvariousschools,utneverachievedm
goalecauseusingand sellingdrugswastheworldIwasin 

WhenIaddeddrinkingintothismix,Iwasdenitelnolonger
interestedingettingmGED OnereasonwasthatwhenIwasinthis
lace,Ioftenfeltmoreofafailureanddidnotwanttoconfrontthe
truthofhavingdroedoutofschool Ididn’twanttoacknowledge
etanotherfailure 

Still,onethingthatketmegoingwasthatIwanteditasmuch
formmotherasformself So,nall,in2004,thethirdtimeIwas
releasedfromrison,IwasdeterminedtograduateandwenttoOlive-
HarveCollegeinChicago 

OneamazingteacherthatGodsentmewasmsonDwane’shigh
schoolasketallcoach,CoachFitzgerald,whocamelateatnighttom
hometohelmestudfortheGEDexam Ithoughthewasthecraziest
ersonI’devermetinmlife,comingintothisBlackneighorhood
lateatnight,uthedidn’tcare Hewascommittedtohelingmeass
theGEDtest,andnothingwasgoingtoreventthat 

Onceagain,asI’vealreadsaid,Godneverleftmside Hesent
CoachFitzgeraldtohelmewithEnglish,histor,andothersujects,
utmathwaschallengingforme So,Godsentmetheerfectmath
teacherwhoreallheledmetounderstandmaththroughhisdedicated
waofteaching 

roughouttheearsoffailedattemts,Inevergaveutheeliefthat
Iwouldnall accomlishmgoal;and,whenIreceivedmdiloma,
itwasoneofthemostfulllingmomentsofmlife IrecognizedIhad
trulaccomlished something 
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IamnotsuremfamilknewhowroudIwasofmself,utI
was Mmomwasstillliving,andshehadneverstoedelievingin
me So,toseehereamingwithridefromeartoearwhenshesaw
mdilomalledmewithimmensejo Yes,Iwasthatgirlwhogot
regnantanddroedoutofschool,utIwasalsothatgirlwhonever
stoed dreaming,nevergaveu,andnallaccomlishedmgoalof
graduatingfromhighschool 

Uuntil thetimeImadethatrst cataclsmicchoicethatchanged
mlifeandtookmeontheathtothedarkside,IneverthoughtIwould
windueing“thatone”—thegirlwhogotregnantanddroedout
ofschool Noteenagereverthinksanthingadcanhaentothem;
certainl,thatwastrueforme IneverthoughtthatI’dethegirlwho
gotregnantand droedoutofschool,madethedecisionsthatIegan
making,andstartedgoingdownhill 

Ineverimagined IwouldtraveltheroadIdid,whichwouldtake
metosuchaerilousworld ButIdid Yet,desiteitall,Godneverleft
mside IdidnotknowthatHerotectedmeuntilthedaIawakened
andjoinedwithHimtorotectmself 

Pleaseunderstand:Everythingwedoiswraeduinthechoices
wemake—everything 


